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Introduction and Decision Making 

 
 

This is the first time you will be able to make choices about some of the subjects you study.  
Choosing can be difficult, particularly if you do not have a particular career in mind yet. 
 
In all, core subjects will provide you with FIVE GCSE qualifications (SIX if studying GCSE Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics rather than GCSE Combined Science).  This will give you a good foundation 
when you apply for further education or employment. 
 
In addition to the core subjects, you will study a further THREE full level 2 courses (options).  At 
Kingsbury, you have a very wide choice! 
 

 
 

How do you decide which options to study? 
 
The most important advice is to choose subjects that you enjoy and think you will do well at, to 
allow you to achieve the best qualifications of which you are capable. 
 
It is very important that you research and discuss your options as fully as you can.  Read the GCSE 
Information Booklet carefully and talk over your possible choices with your parents, form tutor 
and subject teachers.  Ensure that you get all the information you need by asking questions – your 
teachers will not mind you contacting them for a discussion (two or three times if necessary).  
Remember, it is extremely difficult to change courses once they have started! 
 

Questions to help you make a choice: 
 

1. What are my strengths and weaknesses? 

2. Which subjects do I like? 

3. Which subjects interest me? 

4. Which subjects am I good at? 

5. Which subjects do my teachers advise me to follow? 

6. What will I need for my intended career?  If I have no intended career yet, which subjects 
will keep my choices open and broad? 

7. Will I have a good balance of different subjects? 

8. Do I know everything I need to know about the course – content and assessment 
arrangements? 
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Some important Do’s and Don’ts 
 

DO DON’T 

 Choose a subject that you will find 
enjoyable and interesting. 
 

 Choose a subject that will suit your 
strengths and enable you to achieve a good 
grade. 

 

 Ask for information from your teachers 
rather than relying on information from 
your friends. 

 

 Find out everything you need to know about 
the subject before you choose it. 

 Choose or reject a subject because you like 
or dislike the teacher - he/she may not take 
you next year. 
 

 Choose a subject because your friends are 
taking it - you may not be in the same 
group. 

 

 Choose a subject because it is a subject you 
haven’t done before - you may not like it. 

 

 Choose a subject because you think it will 
be easier – all option subjects require 
constant effort and motivation. 

 
Remember, your teachers are available to give you subject related information.  You can also ask 
your tutor or Mrs Carrick (Deputy Headteacher) for any general advice and information about your 
option choices and the curriculum. 
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 2020-22 

 

 

At Kingsbury School, we are very proud to be able to offer students a broad and personalised 

curriculum.  The Key Stage 4 Curriculum consists of The Core Curriculum and The Optional 

Curriculum.  Through these, students will gain their entitlement to the National Curriculum and be 

able to make choices about the subjects they take. 

 

 

PART ONE  The Core Curriculum 
 

These are the subjects that every student at Kingsbury must study: English, Mathematics, Science, 

Physical Education and Personal, Social, Health Education.  Information about each of these 

subjects is included in the first part of this booklet so that you will know exactly what is involved in 

each course.  English, Mathematics and Science will be studied to GCSE level. 

 

 English: Students will study GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature over a two 
year period (Year 10 and Year 11) 

 

 Mathematics: Students will study GCSE Mathematics over a three year period (Year 9, 10 
and 11) 

 

 Science: In Science, students follow one of two following pathways:  
 

 Pathway 1: Study GCSE Combined Science over a two year period (Year 10 
and Year 11). Students will be accredited with two GCSE qualifications.   

 

 Pathway 2: Study GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics over a two year 
period (Year 10 and Year 11). Students will be accredited with three 
separate GCSE qualifications. 

 

Please note: Mr Stubley (Head of Faculty) and the Science faculty staff will 

be able to advise you on the course that is most suitable for you to study. 

 

 Physical Education: All students will experience PE – this course does not lead to a formal 
qualification.  In addition, students can select BTEC Sports, Activity and Fitness as on 
optional course. 
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PART TWO  The Optional Curriculum 

 
 

All students are given the opportunity to select THREE subjects that they would like to study 

throughout Year 10 and 11. All option subjects are organised into three blocks. Students are 

required to select one ‘first choice’ subject and one ‘reserve choice’ subject from each of the 

following blocks: 

 

BLOCK A BLOCK B BLOCK C 

1. GCSE French 
2. GCSE Geography 
3. GCSE History 

 

1. GCSE Astronomy  
2. OCR Cambridge National 

Qualification in Child 
Development 

3. GCSE Citizenship Studies 
4. OCR Cambridge National 

Qualification in Creative 
iMedia 

5. GCSE Film Studies 
6. GCSE History 
7. GCSE Music 
8. BTEC Sport, Activity and 

Fitness 
 

1. GCSE Art and Design 
2. GCSE Art Textiles 
3. GCSE Drama 
4. GCSE French 
5. GCSE Geography 
6. Level 1/2 in Hospitality 

and Catering 
7. GCSE Psychology 
8. GCSE Design and 

Technology: Product 
Design 

 

Details of all the subjects from which you can make your choices are included in the second part of 

this booklet and also on the school website.  All subjects will be studied to GCSE level, or GCSE 

equivalent (e.g. Cambridge National Qualifications, BTEC). Choose carefully and ask subject 

teachers, form tutors, or Mrs Carrick for any information.  Once your course has begun you cannot 

be moved to another course.  You will study the course for two years and will have 3 hours per 

week per option subject. 

 

We hope that students will be able to study their most preferred subject, but ask that reserve 

subjects are also indicated on the form.  You must think carefully about this as courses with very 

low/poor interest may not be able to continue and therefore you would be allocated your reserve 

choice.  The final deadline for the online form to be submitted is Friday 12th June 2020.  All Option 

choices must be completed via the online form on the link attached to the letter. 
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Part One 

The Core Curriculum 
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Why study English Language? 

The study of English Language develops key skills that employers, colleges and universities value highly: 

critical thinking, collaboration, independence and the ability to communicate effectively and confidently. 

Through your GCSE program, you will engage with a range of complex and challenging texts in order to 

investigate how language is used across fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 

Course Content: 
Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
● Externally assessed examination. 
● Assessment duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
● 80 marks available worth 50% of the Language qualification. 

 Analyse and evaluate a range of prose fiction. 
 Develop imaginative writing skills to engage the reader. 
 Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.  

 

Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

● Externally assessed examination. 

● Assessment duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

● 80 marks available worth 50% of the Language qualification. 

 Analyse, evaluate and compare a range of 19th, 20th and 21st century non-fiction texts (including 
literary non-fiction). 

 Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of forms, purposes and audiences. 
 Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately. 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Language paper 1: reading 25% Four questions on one unseen fiction extract. 

Language paper 1: writing 25% 

A choice of two creative writing tasks: narrative 
or descriptive. The tasks are linked by a theme 
to the reading section and visual stimulus is 
provided. 

Language paper 2: reading 25% 
Four questions on two, thematically linked, 
unseen non-fiction extracts. 

Language paper 2: writing 25% 

A non-fiction writing task linked to the themes 
investigated in the reading section, with a focus 
on being able to inform, persuade and argue a 
point of view. 

Speaking and listening assessment 
Pass/ Merit/ 
Distinction 

Assessing presentation skills and ability to 
respond to questions and feedback. 

GCSE English Language 
Examination Board: AQA      Specification code: 8700 
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Why study English Literature? 

The study of English Literature develops key skills that employers, colleges and universities value highly: 

critical thinking, collaboration, independence and the ability to communicate effectively and confidently. 

Through your GCSE program, you will engage with a range of complex and challenging texts in order to 

investigate how context, language, form and structure combine to reflect the world around us. 

 

Course Content: 
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
● Externally assessed examination. 
● Closed book (texts are not allowed to be taken into the exam). 
● Assessment duration: 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
● 64 marks available worth 40% of the Literature qualification. 

 Study Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare and A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. 
 Develop skills to analyse texts and contexts, maintain a critical style and provide an informed 

personal response. 
 

Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry 

● Externally assessed examination. 

● Assessment duration: 2 hours and 15 minutes. 

● 96 marks available worth 60% of the Literature qualification.  

 Study a post-1914 text (An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley), a poetry collection (Power and Conflict) 
and unseen poetry. 

 Develop skills to analyse texts and contexts, maintain a critical style, provide an informed personal 
response and compare themes and ideas across texts. 

 

Assessment Overview: 
 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Literature paper 1: 
section A 

20% 
Answer one question on Romeo and Juliet. You will be asked to 
respond to an extract and the play as a whole. 

Literature paper 1: 
section B 

20% 
Answer one question on A Christmas Carol. You will be asked to 
respond to an extract and the novella as a whole. 

Literature paper 2: 
Section A 

20% Answer one question from a choice of two on An Inspector Calls. 

Literature paper 2: 
Section B 

20% 
Answer one question comparing a poem printed in the paper to 
one poem from the Power and Conflict cluster of poems. 

Literature paper 2: 
Section C 

20% 
Answer one question on one unseen poem and one question 
comparing that poem to a second unseen poem. 

 

 

GCSE English Literature 
Examination Board: AQA     Specification code: 8702 
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Why study Mathematics? 

Mathematics has many ‘real-life’ applications such as shopping and 

discounts, bills and VAT, value for money purchases, using algebra for 

problem solving – the list is endless! Students’ ability to apply their 

mathematical knowledge to varying problems is now being tested in the 

GCSE examinations.  

Understanding and applying the mathematics learnt at GCSE is very 

useful for students who wish to go on to study subjects such as 

psychology, geography, biology, chemistry, physics or business studies as 

well as the obvious mathematics courses. 

 

Course Content:  

Students will learn about number, ratio, algebra, shape, probability and 

statistics. They will build on their knowledge from KS3 and apply it to 

different situations. 

Students need to understand how to use a calculator effectively. We 

recommend that students have their own calculator that they can 

confidently use.  Calculators can be purchased from many high street 

retailers and the Library offers them for sale at a very competitive price.  

 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Students will take three equally weighted papers at the end of year 11 

and there is no controlled assessment. Each paper is out of 80 and 

students will sit either the higher or the foundation tier. 

Assessment title Percentage of final 
grade 

Details 

Paper 1 
 

33.3% Non-calculator 

Paper 2 
 

33.3% Calculator 

Paper 3 
 

33.3% Calculator 

GCSE Mathematics 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel              Specification code: 1MA1 
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Why study Combined Science? 

Candidates studying Combined Science will experience a course that helps students to apply the science 

they learn in the classroom to the world outside of it. This is especially pertinent as they will gain an 

understanding of the science behind current global issues, such as climate change and communicable 

diseases. The practical based side of the course allows pupils to prove the science behind the theory, whilst 

also gaining an appreciation of the good laboratory practice and investigative skills adopted by many areas 

of industry that they may wish to pursue a career in. Students will be accredited with two GCSE 

qualifications. 

 

Course Content: 

There are 18 modules taught across the two years; the first half will be studied in year 10 and the second 

half in year 11.  

Biology     Chemistry      Physics 

Cell level systems   Particles    Matter 
Scaling up    Elements, compounds and mixtures Forces 
Organism level systems  Chemical reactions   Electricity & Magnetism 
Community level systems Reaction and products     Waves in matter 
Interaction between systems Controlling chemical reactions              Radioactive decay 
Global challenges  Global challenges   Energy 
             

  

 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of final grade Details 
Biology Paper 1 16.7 % Purely assessed by examination 

60 marks per paper 
 
Each paper is 1 hour and 10 minutes 
 
Exams to be sat in May/June 2022 

Chemistry Paper 1 16.7 % 

Physics Paper 1 16.7 % 

Biology Paper 2 16.7 % 

Chemistry Paper 2 16.7 % 

Physics Paper 2 16.7 % 

GCSE Combined Science 
Examination Board: OCR Gateway    Specification code: J250 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:OCRLogo.png
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Why study separate sciences? 

This course provides all the benefits of Combined Science but is aimed at students that have a passion for 

science, or require a deeper level of scientific understanding than that provided on the Combined Science 

course. This option is beneficial for those pupils wishing to study science later at A-level or degree level at 

university. If candidate’s later wish to pursue a career in a scientific profession such as medicine or 

veterinary science, then this course is more appropriate than Combined Science.  Places for these courses 

are limited and allocated following performance in years 7-9. Please liaise with the Science faculty 

regarding suitability to study these courses.  

 

Course Content: 

With the exception of Physics, the units covered are largely the same as those taught in Combined Science. 

In some of the topics, the science is applied at a higher level, which requires pupils to have a sound grasp of 

a breadth of scientific concepts. 

 

Biology     Chemistry         Physics 

Cell level systems    Particles    Matter 
Scaling up     Elements, compounds and mixtures Forces 
Organism level systems   Chemical reactions           Electricity and Magnetism 
Community level systems  Reaction and products   Waves in matter 
Interaction between systems      Controlling chemical reactions            Radioactive decay 
Global challenges         Global challenges               Energy 
                    Global challenges 

           

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Biology paper 1 50% Assessed by examination. Each exam is 
worth 90 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 
minutes. 

Biology paper 2 50% 

Chemistry paper 1 50% Assessed by examination. Each exam is 
worth 90 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 
minutes. 

Chemistry paper 2 50% 

Physics paper 1 50% Assessed by examination. Each exam is 
worth 90 marks and lasts 1 hour 45 
minutes. 

Physics paper 2 50% 

 

Pupils studying separate sciences will be accredited with three separate GCSE qualifications. 

GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics  
Examination Board: OCR Gateway   Specification codes: J247/J248/J249 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:OCRLogo.png
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Part Two 

The Optional 

Curriculum 
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Why study GCSE Art, Craft & Design? 

Art and Design is a creative, practical subject that allows 
you to use and develop your artistic skills in an expressive 
way. It promotes visual awareness, encourages problem 
solving, risk-taking and the development of personal 
opinion.  
GCSE Art is not the easy option! The ability to draw is 
desired and it is very intense; students should aim to be 
independent, skilful, organised and committed. 
 

Course Content: 

There are four Assessment Objectives  

 AO1 - Developing ideas through researching other artists and designers 
(Critical understanding) 

 AO2 - Experimenting with different media types and techniques (Creative 
making) 

 AO3 - Annotation, evaluation and justification of ideas (Reflective 
recording) 

 AO4 - Final outcome and presentation (Personal presentation) 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title 
Percentage 

of final 
grade 

Details 

Practise Project: 
‘Flights of Fancy’ 

Sept-Mar in Year 10 
0% 

A practise run project encompassing all four Assessment Objectives – a 
skills building project. 

Component 1: 
Coursework Project 
‘Growth & Decay’ 
Mar Year 10 – Dec 

Year 11 

60% 

Growth and Decay is the theme for the coursework, is internally assessed 
and externally moderated. 
Work will be designed, created, evaluated and presented for assessment 
by the student, but guided by Miss Munro. 
The ability to draw and evaluate work (in a written format) will be 
assessed. 
All four Assessment Objectives are rigorously evidenced throughout. 

Component 2: 
Exam Project 
Externally Set 
Assignment 

Title set by the exam 
Jan Year 11 – Apr 

Year 11. 

40% 

Part 1: Students will receive the exam paper which usually includes fifteen 
different starting points. The student will then select one and create a 
sketchbook of work that shows evidence of the first three Assessment 
Objectives with that theme. This project is entirely student led. 
Part 2: After Easter, a ten hour ‘exam’ will take place over two school days 
where the student creates their final piece from their project so far. This is 
to complete AO4. 

GCSE Art and Design: Art, Craft & Design 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas     Specification code: C650QS 
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Why study Art Textiles?  

This GCSE offers an exciting option for our creative and practical students who have a creative flair and 

want to study a 100% coursework-based subject, which will result in two impressive portfolios to take to 

college interviews (similar to the one in Year 9 but on a much bigger and better scale). 

Common misconceptions- 

o I need to be able to draw - false - for this art course you can use other skills. 

o I need to make a dress – false - this is art textiles so you can make anything. 

o This subject is for girls - false - most designers are male! 

 

Course Content: 
There are four assessment objectives- 

AO1- Developing ideas through researching other artists and designers (Critical understanding) 

AO2- Experimenting with different media types and effects (Creative making) 

AO3- Annotation of ideas (Reflective recording) 

AO4- Final outcome and presentation (Personal presentation) 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment 
title 

Percentage of final grade Details 

Component 
1 

Portfolio 60% of qualification: 120 
marks  

 

 This component comprises a major practical 
portfolio and outcomes to be based on internally set 
themes and subject matter developed from personal 
and/or given starting points.   

 This component will be internally set, internally 
assessed and externally moderated.  

 Work will be selected, evaluated and presented for 
assessment by the student.  

 Evidence is required of how the student has met 
each of the assessment objectives. 

 No time limit: duration to be determined by the 
centre 

Component 
2 

Externally Set Assignment 40% of 
qualification: 80 marks  

The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts:   
 Part 1: Preparatory study period. This will involve 

Externally Set Assignment materials set by WJEC 

based on different topics. Students will explore the 

topic of their choice and will produce preparation 

material for Part 2. 

 Part 2: Ten hour period of sustained focus work. This 

is a controlled assessment piece which acts as the 

exam. 

GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas                        Specification code:  C653QS 
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Why study GCSE Astronomy?  

Candidates studying Astronomy will build on their own natural fascination with the night sky and the 
Universe. Astronomy is constantly in the media, in both fact and film, making this course all the more 
engaging and relevant to students. 

Pupils will carry out practical observations of a variety of different objects ranging from planets to meteor 

showers, including the use of internet accessed robotic telescopes. They will also learn to navigate their way 

around the night sky and so be able to point out and describe the most interesting celestial objects visible to 

both the naked eye and telescopes. 

Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences, yet astronomers are still today discovering new worlds, identifying 

new parts of our Solar System and exploring phenomena such as 

black holes, the Big Bang and life on Mars. Get involved! 

 

Course Content and Assessment Overview: 

GCSE Astronomy will be graded on a 9–1 scale. 

The assessment of this GCSE is 100% examination (x2 papers, sat 

at the end of Year 11). 

The content of the specification has been split into the 16 topics listed below. 

Topics 1 to 8 are assessed in Paper 1 Naked-eye Astronomy (1hr 45mins) 100 marks 

Topic 1 – Planet Earth    Topic 2 – The lunar disc  

Topic 3 – Earth-Moon-Sun system   Topic 4 – Time and the Earth-Moon-Sun cycles  

Topic 5 – Solar System observation   Topic 6 – Celestial observation 

Topic 7 – Models of the Solar System   Topic 8 – Planetary motion and gravity  

Topics 9 to 16 are assessed in Paper 2 Telescopic Astronomy (1hr 45mins) 100 marks 

Topic 9 – Exploring the Moon     Topic 10 – Solar astronomy 

Topic 11 – Exploring the Solar System  Topic 12 – Formation of planetary systems 

Topic 13 – Exploring starlight   Topic 14 – Stellar evolution 

Topic 15 – Our place in the Galaxy  Topic 16 – Cosmology   

  

GCSE Astronomy          
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel    Specification code: 1AS0 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.noao.edu/news/2013/pr1309.php&psig=AOvVaw1DlcA9u9D6TWQqaUC7Tfko&ust=1588683986432000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOC3jZmjmukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
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Why study Child Development?  
This Cambridge National is a fascinating course and is the same weight as a GCSE and is ideal for students 
who have an interest in babies, pregnancy, children and the care sector. It is a unique 
course which leads well into college courses and careers based in this field. 
Common misconceptions- 

o This course is only if you like children - false - there is so much to this course and it 

has many psychology links as well as biology. 

o This subject is for girls - false - boys do this subject, there are male doctors and 

child specialists 

 

Course Content: 
The main issues covered in this course are:  

 Preconception (before pregnancy): Including problems and complications. 
 Pregnancy (the whole nine months): The care of the mother and foetus. 

Includes abortion. 
 Labour and birth: Natural births, caesarean, complications, breech and 

multiple births. 
 Babies: Premature, breast fed, bottle fed and the care of babies. 
 Toddlers: Walking, talking, learning and development. 
 Children: How they develop, learn and grow.  
 Feeding: Right and wrong choices, health and nutrition.  
 Care: Physical, Intellectual, Emotional and Social.  
 Neglect: The needs of babies and children and what happens when these needs are not met. 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of final 
grade 

Details 

R018: Health and well-
being for child 
development. 
Written exam 

Written paper OCR-set and 
marked 1 hour and 15 
minutes – 80 marks (120 
UMS) Learners answer all 
questions 

The theory is all covered in Year 10 and then recapped in Year 11 
ready for the exam. Revision is ongoing and exam practice will take 
place over the two years. 

R019: Understand the 
equipment and 
nutritional needs of 
children from birth to 
five years 

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-
moderated Approx. 7-10 
hours – 60 marks (60 UMS) 

LO1- Pupils will research all the equipment needed in a nursery setting 
for babies aged 0-12 months 
LO2- Pupils will repeat the research as above but for children aged 1-5 
years 
LO3- Pupils will research the nutritional requirements of children from 
0-5 years 
LO4- Pupils will design, plan and make a two-course meal for a child in 
a nursery setting and evaluate the success 

R020: Understand the 
development of a child 
from birth to five years 

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-
moderated Approx. 7-10 
hours – 60 marks (60 UMS) 

LO1- Pupils will research all the developmental norms of a child aged 
0-5 years 
LO2-Pupils will research all the types of play and the benefits of play 
LO3- Pupils will plan two activities to do with a child under 5 years 
LO4- Pupils will carry out the activities and evaluate the successes 
against the developmental norms 

Cambridge National in Child Development 
Examination Board: OCR                                     Specification code: J818 
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Why study Citizenship? 
Citizenship prepares students to become active citizens of democracy. This specification allows students to 
apply their learning to real-life scenarios on both a local and global scale. 
Citizenship provides the opportunity for students to work individually to develop their own knowledge and 
also encourages students to work with others and take part in group activities to bring about a change. 
Students will gain knowledge of democracy, government and law, and develop the ability to create 
sustained, well balanced arguments. Communication skills are increasingly sought after by employers: our 
specification will enhance students’ writing and speaking styles. 

 

Course Content: 

Life in modern Britain  

Life in modern Britain, looks at the make-up and dynamics of contemporary society, 

what it means to be British, as well as the role of the media and the United 

Kingdom’s (UK’s) role on the world stage. 

Rights and responsibilities  

Rights and responsibilities, looks at the nature of laws, rights and responsibilities 

within the UK and has a global aspect due to the nature of international laws, 

treaties and agreements by which the UK abides. 

Politics and participation  

Politics and participation, aims to give the student, through an understanding of 

the political process, the knowledge and skills necessary to understand how to 

resolve issues, bring about change, and how the empowered citizen is at the 

heart of our society.   

Active citizenship  

This GCSE is all based around how citizens can try to make a difference in society. Students are required to 

undertake an investigation into a citizenship issue of their own choice. This will involve research and 

planning and taking action. This provides students with the opportunity to complete some ‘hands on’ 

citizenship. 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Paper 1 - Active citizenship 
and Politics and participation 

50% Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
80 marks 

Paper 2 - Life in modern 
Britain and Rights and 
responsibilities 

50% Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
80 marks 

GCSE Citizenship Studies 
Examination Board: AQA      Specification code: 8100 
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Why study Drama? 

Drama is a highly practical and explorative subject; an art form that enquires, analyses and portrays real life 

issues and characters.  It requires students to articulate how they would perform in certain roles, teaching 

them the skills to either act or explore a technical theatre role. Practical work is at the heart of the course. 

Pupils will get to explore script, set text and devise work for performance.  They will look at the processes 

of putting on a production and review professional theatre, through theatre visits and studying 

practitioners and techniques. 

  

The course develops transferable skills, including collaboration, communication and an understanding of 

how to amend and refine work in order to make a smooth transition to the next level of study.  It will 

develop confidence and social skills vital for any career. 

Course Content and Assessment Overview: 

Pupils will have three lessons per week, and the course is split into three components. 

Assessment title Percentage of final 
grade 

Details 

Component One - 
Devising 

40% 
Internally assessed 

Pupils will work in groups to devise a performance from a 
stimulus. Pupils can choose either an acting or technical role. 
 
Pupils must submit an accompanying portfolio of coursework. 

Component Two – 
Performance from Text 

20% 
Externally assessed 

Pupils study and perform two extracts from a published play.  
This can either be as a monologue, duologue or as part of a 
group piece.  
 
Pupils can choose either an acting or technical role.  Pupils 
submit a written intention sheet to the visiting examiner.  

Component Three – 
Theatre Makers in 

Practice 

40% 
Externally 
Assessed 

 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Section A – Bringing Texts to Life  
Pupils will practically explore a set text in preparation for a 
written exam.  Questions will ask pupils to put themselves into 
the role of a director, actor and technician in a production of 
the play.  They will focus on a particular extract. 
 
Section B – Live Theatre Evaluation - Pupils will also respond as 
an audience member to questions about a live theatre visit.   

GCSE Drama 

Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel    Specification code: 1DR0 

      
              

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+devising&id=32396ACF5CF3A8DA84F36F7CBF03AD9B520CEB9E&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+performing+acting&id=4CBD84896A63DF22098F9A2A36D7E609A5AAD2A4&FORM=IQFRBA
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Why study Film Studies? 

If you are interested in Film (in front and behind the camera), English or the Arts then this course could be a 

very exciting opportunity. ‘Film’ and ‘moving images’ are a growing part of everyday life. If you have ever 

watched something and thought, ‘Why have they done that?’ or ‘I could do better,’ then this might be the 

subject for you. You will develop analytical skills that will transfer to other subjects and you would also have 

the chance to create film industry related projects. This course is not about watching films, it is about 

analysing different text types, exploring what has been done by others and seeing if you could do better. 

Course Content: 

With 70% exam based and 30% coursework based, there is every opportunity to succeed in this GCSE 

qualification, however, the depth of analysis and exploration of film needs complete commitment. If you 

have a passion for film and are willing to work hard then this is a qualification for you. 

You will learn how to analyse different moving image texts, through the application of specialist 

terminology. These analytical aspects will then be used to develop and create your own projects. The 

projects will require development of the idea, production of the product, presentation of the ‘Feature’ you 

create and a final analysis of your own creation.  All features of the film industry will be explored, including 

production, distribution and financial aspects of this medium. You will explore mainstream texts but also be 

introduced to a wide range of other countries and genres you would not normally consider.  

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Paper 1: Key Developments in US 
Film. Written examination. 

35% 1 hour and 30 minutes. This component 
assesses knowledge and understanding of 
three US films chosen from a range of 
options. The paper consists of four questions 
on one pair of US mainstream films and one 
US independent film. Section A is a ‘US film 
comparative study’ with one stepped 
question on the first of the chosen pair of 
films (produced between 1930 and 1960), 
one stepped question on the second of the 
chosen pair of films (produced between 
1961 and 1990) and one question requiring a 
comparison of the chosen pair of films. 
Section B looks at the key developments in 
film and film technology with one multi-part 
question on developments in film and film 
technology. Section C is comprised of one 
question on one US independent film. 
 
 

GCSE Film Studies 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas    Specification code: C670QS 
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Paper 2: Global Film: Narrative, 
Representation and Film Style. 

Written examination. 

35% 1 hour and 30 minutes. Paper 2 assesses 
knowledge and understanding of three 
global films produced outside the US chosen 
from a range of options. There are three 
questions in three sections. Section A has 
one stepped question on one global English 
language film, Section B has one stepped 
question on one global non-English language 
film and Section C has one stepped question 
on one contemporary UK film. 
 

Production 30% This is a chance to be creative and produce 
your own product. The internally assessed 
task assesses the ability to apply knowledge 
and understanding of film to a production 
and its accompanying evaluative analysis. 
You would produce one genre-based film 
extract (either from a film or from a 
screenplay) and then one evaluative analysis 
of the production, where you would have 
the chance to analyse and evaluate your 
production in relation to comparable, 
professionally-produced films or 
screenplays. 
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Why study French? 

 Improve chances of entry into college or university (it is an EBacc subject) 

 Increase global understanding 

 Improve employment potential  

 Increase native language ability 

 Sharpen cognitive skills 

 Develop life skills (such as good communication)  

 Appreciate international literature, music and film 

 Make travel more feasible and enjoyable 

 Expand study abroad options 

 Increase understanding of one’s own culture and of cultures around the world 

 Build self-confidence 
 

Course Content:  
 

 Theme 1: Identity and culture  

 Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  
 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Paper 1 : Listening 25% Understanding and responding to different types 
of spoken language. 
A written exam. Questions based on a listening 
stimulus. 

Paper 2 : Speaking 25% Communicating and interacting effectively in 
speech for a variety of purposes. 
The exam is made-up of a role-play, photo card 
and general conversation. 

Paper 3 : Reading 25% Understanding and responding to different types 
of written language. 
Written exam. 

Paper 4 : Writing 25% Communicating effectively in writing for a variety 
of purposes. 
Written exam. 

  

GCSE French 
Examination Board: AQA     Specification code: 8658 
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Why study Geography? 

Geography will help you understand how and why our planet changes, the 

challenges it faces and your place within it. This course will cover a combination of 

physical and human topics and examine many contemporary issues, including: 

climate change, food security, energy choices, population movement and natural 

disasters.  

Choosing Geography will help you to develop a variety of skills highly sought after by employers. Your 

literacy will be improved through report writing and written work, data collection and teamwork will be 

developed through field trips, and numeracy skills will be enhanced when you interpret data and construct 

graphs from fieldwork.  These skills are desirable in most occupations, but studying Geography could lead 

to a career in travel and tourism, town planning, climatology, logistics, environmental management, 

teaching, conservation, market research, cartography and geographical information systems. 

Course Content: 

Physical Geography 

The changing landscapes of the UK 

Weather hazards and climate change 

Ecosystems, biodiversity and management 

Human Geography 

Changing cities 

Global development 

Resource management 

Geographical investigations 

Physical environments fieldwork investigation of a River 

Human environments investigation (Central/Inner Urban Area or Rural Settlements). 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Component 1: 
The Physical Environment 

37.5% Written examination 
1 hour and 30 minutes , 94 marks 

Component 2: 
The Human Environment 

37.5% Written examination 
1 hour and 30 minutes, 94 marks 

Component 3: 
Geographical Investigations: 
Fieldwork and UK Challenges 

25% Written examination 
1 hour and 30 minutes, 64 marks 

GCSE Geography 
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel A     Specification code: 1GA0 
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Why study History? 

Studying History to GCSE will help to develop the key skills needed for further education and which are 

valued by employers. History helps to develop literacy skills through research, investigation and the 

formation of balanced and coherent answers. Problem solving and debate is encouraged in order to learn 

and construct a logical viewpoint based upon reason and fact. In addition History helps us to develop an 

understanding of modern society and insight into the actions, experiences and lives of other people. 

These skills are useful in all occupations and especially valued in careers such as architecture, business, civil 

service, law, journalism, media, marketing, teaching, police, personnel management, publishing and social 

work. 

 

Course Content 

History GCSE consists of four units; Crime and Punishment with a depth study on Whitechapel 1888, Henry 
VIII and his Ministers, Superpower Relations 1941-1991 and Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.  
 

Paper 1 - Crime and Punishment c1000-present 
 
Students will study how crimes, punishments and methods of law enforcement have changed and 
developed throughout History. Pupils will understand how key features in the development of 
crime and punishment were linked with the key features of society in Britain in the periods studied.  
They will develop an understanding of the nature and process of change. This will involve 
understanding patterns of change, trends and turning points, and the influence of factors inhibiting 
or encouraging change within periods and across the theme. This unit will include a look at famous 
cases of crime and punishment throughout History including the Gunpowder Plot, Witchcraft trials, 
Jack the Ripper and crime in Whitechapel and the abolition of the death penalty.  
 
Paper 2 - British Depth - Henry VIII and his Ministers  
 
In this unit we will study one of History’s most infamous Kings, considering his suitability to be King, 
his many wives and why he chose to create the Church of England. Henry had two advisors to help 
him throughout his many crucial decisions as King, Thomas Wolsey and Thomas Cromwell. This unit 
will consider the achievements of each of these men, their rise to power and their inevitable fall 
from the King’s favour. 
 
Paper 2 - Depth Study - Superpower Relations 1941-1991 
 
The end of the Second World War brought a new type of conflict the world had never seen before. 
Those who had been allies against the tyranny of Adolf Hitler now turned to enemies as after 1945 
the USA and the USSR entered into the Cold War. Based on the difference of ideology this conflict 
was not fought on the battle field but instead through propaganda and political scheming. This 
fascinating unit will consider the reasons for the development of the Cold War, the crises that took 
place during it, including the Cuban Missile Crisis and the building of the Berlin Wall, and the 
reasons why this conflict ended in 1991.  
 
 

GCSE History  
Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel    Specification code: 1HI0 
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Paper 3 - Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 
 
This unit follows Germany’s journey from one world war to another. We will investigate what 
Germany was like following defeat in World War One and how the new democratic government, 
the Weimar Republic fared in a country that was suffering disaster. We will consider the 
weaknesses of this new government and how Adolf Hitler took advantage of these weaknesses in 
order to become the leader of Germany in 1933. Following Hitler’s rise to power life changed in 
Germany and in this unit we will analyse the lives of groups such as young people, women, workers 
and minorities such as Jews.  

.  

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of final 
grade 

Details 

Paper 1 
Crime and Punishment c1000-present 

 

 
30% 

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Paper 2 
Henry VIII and his Ministers 1509-40 

 
Superpower Relations 1941-1991 

 

 
20% 

 
20% 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  

Paper 3 
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

 

 
30% 

Written exam: 1 hour 20 minutes 
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Why study Hospitality and Catering? 

This course offers an exciting insight into the hospitality and catering industry 
where you can unveil your creativity through the art of food. It is a perfect 
opportunity for those who love to cook and bake wonderful dishes. This course is 
split between an exam, coursework and practical work. You will be able to take 
pictures of the food you cook to show your family and to use in college 
interviews.  

Common misconceptions-  
o This course is only about cooking – false - this course teaches you 

about the hospitality side too i.e. hotels, B&B’s. It also includes lots of 
subjects like sports science, science, art and many more 

o This subject is for girls - false - most chefs are male! 
 

 
Course Content and Assessment Overview: 
There are two sections to this course: 
Unit 1- The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
Unit 2 – Hospitality and Catering in Action  
 
 

Assessment 
title 

Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Unit 1: The 
Hospitality 

and Catering 
Industry 

Online written 
exam 90 
minutes – 90 
marks  
 
40% of the 
overall grade 

Students will learn about all aspects of the vocational sector and acquire 
knowledge of the industry and be able to propose new hospitality and 
catering provision for specific locations. Pupils will use their knowledge of 
different types of establishment and job roles to determine the best 
options. Apply their learning in relation to front of house and kitchen 
operations to determine how the hospitality and catering provision will 
operate efficiently, legally and financially whilst meeting the needs of 
their potential market. This unit provides a broad introduction to the 
vocational sector in a way that is purposeful and develops a range of 
transferable skills 
 

Unit 2: 
Hospitality 

and Catering 
in Action 

Written in 
depth 
coursework   
(20% practical) 
60% of the 
overall grade 

Pupils apply learning to safely and skilfully prepare, cook, and present 
two nutritional dishes. Using knowledge of provision, kitchen, and front 
of house operations in Unit 1, as well as personal safety in their 
preparations. The content is relevant to all employees within food 
production, and those with responsibility for food safety in the industry, 
nutritionists and managers and owners. This extends the learners 
appreciation of the whole vocational area beyond the kitchen 
environment. 

Level 1/2 Award Hospitality and Catering 
Examination Board: WJEC       Specification code: 5569QA        QAN:601/7703/2 
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Why study Creative iMedia? 

It will provide you with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve your learning in other 

subjects with the aims of enhancing your employability when you leave education, contributing to your 

personal development and future economic well-being. The qualifications will encourage independence, 

creativity and awareness of the digital media sector.  

It will equip you with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, 

desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with others and 

communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, you will ultimately be creating 

fit-for-purpose creative media products.  

Course Content and Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage 
of final 
grade 

Details 

R081: Pre-production skills 

-Written paper. OCR set and 

marked. 

-1 hour 15 mins 

-60 marks (60 UMS)  

25% This will enable learners to understand pre-production 
skills used in the creative and digital media sector. It will 
develop their understanding of the client brief, time 
frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form 
part of the planning and creation process. 

R082: Creating digital graphics 

-Centre-assessed tasks.  

-OCR-moderated.  

-Approx. 10 hours 

-60 marks (60 UMS) 

25% The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the 

basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and 

digital media sector. They will learn where and why 

digital graphics are used and what techniques are 

involved in their creation.  

R085: Creating a multipage 

website 

-Centre-assessed tasks.  

-OCR-moderated.  

-Approx. 10 hours  

-60 marks (60 UMS) 

25% This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of 

creating multipage websites. It will enable learners to 

demonstrate their creativity by combining components 

to create a functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing 

website. It will allow them to interpret a client brief and 

to use planning and preparation techniques when 

developing a multipage website. 

Cambridge National in Creative iMedia 
Examination Board: OCR          Specification code: J187  
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Unit R087: Creating interactive 

multimedia products 

-Centre-assessed tasks.  

-OCR-moderated.  

-Approx. 10 hours  

-60 marks (60 UMS) 

25% This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of 

interactive multimedia products for the creative and 

digital media sector. They will learn where and why 

interactive multimedia is used and what features are 

needed for a given purpose. It will enable them to 

interpret a client brief, and to use time frames, deadlines 

and preparation techniques as part of the planning and 

creation process when creating an interactive multimedia 

product. 
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Why study Music? 

If you sing or play a musical instrument, and compose your own songs (or would like to be able to do so), it 
makes sense to choose GCSE Music as an option. Not only do you get to spend several hours of lesson time 
a week doing something you enjoy, but you also end up with a qualification at the end! 
Did you know that potential employers value a GCSE Music qualification because of the transferable skills 
involved, such as self-discipline and resilience (practising and rehearsing), self-confidence (performing in 
front of others), self-motivation and team work (when playing in bands/ensembles)? Research shows that 
making music helps young people maintain good mental health during a time of high pressure. 
If you want a career in the Performing Arts, GCSE Music is a good subject to choose. Potential career 
pathways include Performing, Composing, Sound Engineering, Music Journalism, Music Publishing, Music 
Therapy (rehabilitation through music), Arts Administration and Audio Equipment Design. 
 

Course Content: 

In lessons you will be: 

 Developing your own performing skills, including understanding how to rehearse music on your 
own and in groups with others. 

 Learning skills to help you compose music of your own through the use of Music Technology. 

 Learning how to evaluate your own and others’ music. 

 Developing your understanding and appreciation of a range of different kinds of music. 
 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage 
of final grade 

Details 

Integrated portfolio 
(internally assessed and 
externally moderated) 

30% You will learn to perform as a soloist on an instrument of your 
choice. This can be any instrument, voice, DJing or Music 
Technology. 
You will learn to compose and develop musical ideas for a brief that 
you set for yourself. This may be performed live or created using 
Music Technology. 

Practical component 
(internally assessed and 
externally moderated) 

30% You will learn how to develop your ensemble skills by performing as 
part of a group. 
You will learn to compose to a set brief provided by the exam board 
(there will be a choice). 

Listening and appraising 
(Exam) 

40% You will learn to develop listening and appraising skills through the 
study of music from around the world, film and game music, and 
music from different periods of history, including rock anthems, pop 
ballads and the music of solo artists up to the present day. 
 

GCSE Music 
Examination Board: OCR                 Specification code: J536 
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BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness 

Examination Board: Pearson     Specification code: 603/0473/X 

 

Why study Sport, Activity and Fitness? 

 

Course Content: 

Within this course you will learn about how the body adapts, develops, improves and reacts to physical 

activity and sport through learning about the physical, psychological and social aspects of sport and 

exercise.  

Delve into how best to train, what to eat before, during and after exercise and how to improve both 

physical and mental health through sport and activity. 

This course will also equip you with skills to further enhance and develop through a range of both 

theoretical and practical lessons to engage, enthuse and enhance your knowledge, understanding and 

curiosity to how sport and activity can impact every person. 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Understand the Body and 
Supporting Technology for Sport 

and Activity 

30% Component 1- Completed and assessed through 
written, word processed documents and 
presentations submitted by students 
 

The Principles of Training, 
Nutrition and Psychology for 

Sport and Activity 

40% Component 2 – External  
1 Hour and 30 minute exam 
70 Marks 
Exam to be conducted in May/June of first year of 
study (Year 10) 
 

Applying the Principles of Sport 
and Activity 

30% Component 3 – Building on knowledge acquired 
throughout the course 
Assessed through practical performances, written, 
word processed documents, presentations and 
interviews 
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Why study Design and Technology? 

This GCSE gives you the opportunity to; be creative, solve real problems, make things with different 

materials, apply knowledge from other subjects and broaden your mind about the world and people. You 

will learn; skills to use in a future job, practical skills to help yourself, about materials, processes and tools 

and about the effect of products on the environment and people. 

Common misconceptions- 

o This will teach me carpentry - false - although timber can be used for solving a design problem, the 

emphasis is placed on solving the problem with a variety of materials including metals, plastics and 

textiles. 

o I need to be good at making things - false - although you will be expected to make a product the 

vast majority of marks are for the investigation and design of the solution to the problem. 

o Coursework is easy - false - although a 50% coursework-based subject has the advantage of taking 

the pressure off the exam you will be required to study and work on your project outside the 

school day during catch-up sessions and at home. 

 

 

Course Content and Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Component 1: Design and 
Technology in the 21st Century 

Written 
examination: 2 
hours 50% of 
qualification. 

A mix of short answer, structured extended 
writing and mathematical reasoning 
questions assessing candidates' knowledge 
and understanding of: technical principles 
and designing and making principles. 
 

Component 2: Design and make 
task. 

Non-exam 
assessment: 
approximately 
35 hours 50% of 
qualification.   

A sustained design and make task, based 
on a contextual challenge set by Eduqas 
assessing candidates' ability to:  identify, 
investigate and outline design possibilities, 
design and make prototypes, analyse and 
evaluate design decisions and wider issues 
in design and technology.  
 

 
Design and Technology is the inspiring, rigorous and practical subject which prepares all young people to 
live and work in the designed and made world. 
 

  

GCSE Design and Technology: Product Design 
Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas    Specification code: C600QS 
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Why study Psychology? 

Psychology is a fascinating area of study. It will help you understand human 

behaviour and mental processes and allow you to better understand how we think, 

act and feel.  If you are interested in a deeper understanding of the human condition 

you should consider studying GCSE Psychology. 

The ideal student will enjoy discussion, reading new ideas and be interested in human behaviour. This 

course will encourage you to develop a personal interest in, and enthusiasm for, psychology and prepare 

you to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 

This course will allow you to: 

- engage in the process of psychological enquiry to develop as effective and independent learners, 

and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 

- develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and social, cultural, scientific 

and contemporary issues and its impact on everyday life 

- develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology 

- develop an understanding of the contribution of psychology to individual, social and cultural 

diversity 

 

Course Content: 

 Memory  

 Development  

 Perception  

 Research methods  

 

Assessment Overview: 

Assessment title Percentage of 
final grade 

Details 

Cognition and behaviour  50% Examination based (1hr 45 minutes), total 
mark out of 100. 

Social Context and behaviour  50% Examination based (1hr 45 minutes), total 
mark out of 100. 

 

GCSE Psychology 
Examination Board: AQA     Specification code: 8182 

 Social influence  

 Language, thought and communication 

 Brain and neuropsychology  

 Psychological Problems (depression and 

addiction) 


